
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Walter Siganga       

Department: Pharmaceutical Sciences      Phone Number: (618) 650-5135 

E-mail Address: wsigang@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 2000 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
7. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SIUE School of Pharmacy 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity: 

Pharmacists are health care professionals who have the most contact with patients outside institutional care. With 

rapid changes in treatments available, and more complex treatment regimens, pharmacists must maintain their 

competence through receiving continuing education that improves their skills and updates their knowledge. Every 

state requires pharmacists to complete continuing education (CE) as a condition for continuing licensure.  

As a provider of CE, the school of pharmacy is charged with providing these programs to practitioners. 

Accreditation standards dictate that courses be specific and geared towards adult learning. Pharmacists will be 

required to complete a survey that provides information about the need for specific education (e.g. diabetes, 

hypertension etc), as well as help determine what gaps need to be filled in designing learning activities. Other 

considerations, such as work location of pharmacists (pharmacy, hospital, nursing home etc), type of practice, 

specialization and patient need will be included in the survey. Ultimately, survey results will be used to design 

appropriate learning activities for pharmacists and to comply with accreditation requirements.   

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

This research project will be most useful for students who are interested in gaining experience in survey research. 

Specifically, the student will learn how to design a valid and reliable survey, distribute the survey (using Qualtrix), 

collect data from the survey, compile and analyze the data to answer the research questions, and to determine the 

need (needs analysis) for specific areas of study as well as gaps (gap analysis) in pharmacists education. Analyses 

will be conducted using SPSS, however students do not need to know how to use the software prior to starting the 

research.  

Ultimately, this research, along with ongoing review of the literature, will help the school of pharmacy design 

educational programs for the continuing education of pharmacists in central and southern Illinois.  

The student is expected to present the results of this research at the Research Showcase at SIUE. Opportunities to 

present the data to pharmacists (perhaps in a CE activity) is also a possibility. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of the project, you will have learned:  

   1. How to properly design and distribute a survey to a large number of people  



   2. How to use Qualtrix and other software for research purposes  

   3. About the human subjects review process  

   4. Data collection and analysis  

   5. Using SPSS and similar data analysis software  

   6. Writing a report that shows the results of the research  

   7. Preparing a poster or presentation and disseminating information  

     

This research should provide the student with information that will greatly improve their ability to conduct survey 

research that produces robust results. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Times will be set at the beginning of the semester between the student and mentor.  

 

 


